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Tennessee students win again! The 
American Farm Bureau Foundation 

for Agriculture’s second annual “First 
Peas to the Table” contest was won by 
Mary Tomlin’s 3rd grade class at Fayette 
Academy in Somerville Tennessee. The 
class grew eight cups of peas using just 
twenty pea seeds. For their efforts, they 
received a visit from Savvy Shields, the 
reigning Miss America 2017! Check out 
www.agfoundation.org for the next round.

New Purple Plow Challenge: Save the 
Soil!  Runs Aug 15, 2017 - Nov 1 

2017. The challenge will ask students to 
research, design, construct, test and 
report on a solution to local top soil ero-
sion concerns. Challenge is for groups/
classes 5-8 grade. The winning group will 
receive a 3D printer and Visa gift card 
to help buy supplies for your next maker 
space challenge!  

It's Back to School Time in Tennessee!
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Welcome back! We hope you had a 
GREAT summer. For those of you 

who just signed up as Ambassadors 
this summer, we extend a special  wel-
come. Remember to order materials for 
your peers who will attend your "sharing 
workshop". If you need more information 
about these informal workshops, just let 
us know. The order form is available on our 
website and your curriculum CD.

Are you interested in having AITC come 
to you? You have heard about the 

AgSimulator that allows students to sit 
behind the wheel of a combine harvest-
ing corn, cotton, hay, soybeans, timber 
or wheat. We now have two more trailers 
available to visit your school.  What a 
great way to remind students that agri-
culture is vital to our daily lives!

Look inside for information about the 
Mobile Dairy Classroom and the Seed 

Survivor trailer. They will both be available on 
a first come - first served basis beginning in 
February, 2018.    
Request them at agclassroom.org/tn
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FOUNDATION NEWS

The TFBF Women sponsor a poster contest for 
fourth grade students and an essay contest 

for seventh grade students complete with cash 
awards and recognition at their summer conference 
in Columbia. If you are interested in these contests 
for your students, contact your county Farm Bureau. 
This year’s winners were:

Essay Contest (L to R)
1st Gema Brooks, Hawkins County 

2nd Luke Keller, Blount County
3rd Blakely MacArthur, Dyer County not available

Poster Contest (L to R)
1st Shelby Briggs, McNairy County 
2nd Chloe Teague, Chester County
3rd Nala Hillis, Van Buren County

How do you want to be contacted? Currently we email the Ambassador Newsletter to 800 addresses. We 
have been mailing hardcopies to over 2,000 addresses for ten years now. If you would prefer to receive 

an email version instead of your hardcopy please go to: http://bit.ly/1pGutk9 and sign-up.  You can also 
scan the QR code in the margin and be directed to the sign-up page. By opting for electronic delivery, you 
make  more funds available for materials in classrooms! You can also keep updated on our Facebook page:

  www.facebook.com/TennesseeAITC or our webpage at www.agclassroom.org/tn

The Mobile Dairy Classroom features an operation-
al milking parlor with a live cow. A trained instruc-

tor gives an oral presentation and a milking demon-
stration and allows time for a question and answer 
period. The instructor not only teaches the audience 
the modern milking process, but the importance of 
dairy foods in a healthy diet, modern environmental 
and food safety practices on a dairy farm, and the 
characteristics and anatomy of dairy cows. It is rec-
ommended to have an audience of at least 200, and 
there must be a 45-50 foot parking space available. 
This mobile classroom is absolutely free and guar-
anteed to leave an audience educated and in awe.

Outstanding Teachers Wanted! County Farm Bu-
reaus all across the state are looking for teachers 

to nominate for the White-Reinhardt Scholarship to 
the National AITC Conference in Portland, Maine.  If you 
know of a teacher that uses Ag in the Classroom ideas, 
materials and techniques please let your county Farm 
Bureau know. County winners receive a certificate and 
$100 from Tennessee Foundation for AITC, and are for-
warded on to AFBFA for national judging. Nominations 
for County Outstanding Teacher are  due from the 
County Farm Bureaus  October 15 for the Outstand-
ing Teacher Award - White-Reinhardt Scholarship.



NEW VIDEO AVAILABLE

The Foundation has partnered with NAITCO 
to provide a way for your students to experi-

ence plant science first hand. The Seed Survivor 
trailer lets them study seeds, soil, watersheds, 
insects and food at their school - but out of the 
classroom. 

If you are interested in having the Seed Survivor 
trailer at your school - grades third - sixth, 
visit www.tnfarmbureau.org/seed-survivor to 
request it. It is available free of charge to 
schools thanks to our wonderful donors! It will 
be in West Tennessee February 1 - March 16; 
Middle Tennessee March 19 - April 27; and East 
Tennessee April 30 - June 29.

The latest AITC video featuring Cowboy Dan was introduced at this sum-
mer's workshops. The video is titled "Cotton Farmer Blues" and highlights 

Tennessee’s top fiber crop. Most Americans are three to four generations 
removed from the farm and don’t always understand how their food or fiber 
is produced. Now, more than ever, people want to know where their food 
comes from, who produced it, and what’s in it. Come with Cowboy Dan and 
explore the world of cotton. From beginning to end, you’ll discover how cotton 
is planted, grown, harvested and processed for our use. You will even visit a 
cotton gin in Texas.  You will have loads of fun learning with Cowboy Dan. If 
you did not receive one, the video is available at your local Farm Bureau office 
as part of their Ag Literacy Library. Not every office has one, but they are 
available for each county.
  

Seed Survivor Trailer Available! 

Check out www.CowboyDan.com to see what other items are available.

Collaborating with educators to offer free,  
curriculum-based school programs that are  
engaging, factual and fun.

Seed Survivor is an 
agricultural display that 
encourages children to 
master the elements 
that plants need to 
grow.  

Interactive stations feature over 20  
multi-media and virtual reality games 
In 2013, over 100,000 youth planted  
sunflower seeds

www.SeedSurvivor.com

Top 10 things to do at Seed Survivor:

1. Plant a sunflower seed to take home and grow

2. Compete as a farmer applying nutrients and water to 
three fields to grow a healthy crop before harvest arrives

3. Examine insects for a close-up look at the species head, 
body and even wings 

4. Unscramble puzzles to discover how wheat reaches your 
plate as bread

5. Search and find plants and animals hidden in a watershed

6. Design a garden selecting beautiful flowers, yummy 
vegetables and cool outdoor accessories

7. Ask a plant expert, known as an agronomist, a question

8. Watch a cool video on land-use

9. Race against a clock in an underground virtual maze

10. Suck up nutrients into a vacuum like a plant



That is exactly the question that Farmers2050.com at-
tempts to answer! This new “game” from Agriculture in 

the Classroom is available for free to everyone.

Farmers 2050 is a really fun game designed to help people 
learn and share ideas about the importance of agriculture.

The cool part of this program is we will get to use gaming and 
videos to learn. All of the resources are located online for 
FREE. The program is designed for students in grades 5 - 10, 
but can be played by folks as young as six and as old as 60. 

To feed 2 billion more people, it is predicted we will need to 
produce over 60% more food than we currently are today, on 
the same amount or even less land. There is more pressure 
on the earth’s natural resources and there will be even more 
pressure on farmers due to things like unpredictable weather, 
pests that eat and destroy crops and even changes in what 
consumers want to eat. To get started, visit 
Farmers2050.com and see what it will take.

Droughts occur, mortgage payments come due, 
and farm chores never stop.

Discover what it really 
takes to feed the world.
Real farmers show you what’s happening on their 
farms as you grow crops, raise animals, craft 
products and sell your goods locally and globally.

Can you 
Feed 9 billion
people by the year 
2050?

Feed 9 billionFeed 9 billion
people by the year 

Download and play for free

www.Farmers2050.com
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